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KANSAS STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Guidelines for Using Manipulatives on State Assessments 

Manipulatives may NOT be used if they give the test taker an unfair advantage 
over a student that does not use the manipulative. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Is the manipulative routinely used in the classroom? 

Is the manipulative student-generated during the assessment 
and not before testing begins? 

Is the manipulative free from directly providing the answer?  
(Example- no labels) 

Does this manipulative require the student to use their own 
mathematical knowledge to generate an answer? 
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